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By the end of 1st Grade, students are expected to: 

 
English Language Arts 
 read and comprehend at instructional level 

(90-94%) at reading recovery level 16 
 read grade level text fluently 
 recognize grade level appropriate sight words 

(first 100 high frequency words) 
 use self-monitoring strategies 
 connect pictures to text (do the words and 

pictures match?) 
 use meaning (does it make sense?) 
 cross-checks (do the pictures and/or words 

look right?  do they sound right?  does it make 
sense?) 

 use grammar structure to recognize sentences 
when reading  

 use strategies for unknown words 
 use beginning and ending consonant sounds 
 apply using long and short vowel sounds 
 use chunks and sounds together 
 apply comprehension by summarizing 

important details 
 apply comprehension by retelling a story in 

sequence 
 identify elements of a story by identifying 

characters, setting, main events, and 
problem/solution 

 distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 
 select/read a variety of material for various 

purposes 
 

Writing 
 write with descriptive detail with guidance and 

support from adults 
 write complete sentences 
 use plural nouns and gender pronouns  
  use punctuation appropriately 
 use upper and lower case appropriately 
 spell frequently used words 
 print legibly with proper spacing 
 write an opinion piece (topic, state an opinion, 

supply a reason, provide closure) 

 write an informative/explanatory (topic, 
facts, closure) 

 write a narrative piece ( sequence of 
detailed events, first, next and last, closure) 

 use standard English grammar and usage 
when writing (past, present, future, verbs, 
adjectives, conjunctions( so, or, and, but)  
and prepositions( during, beyond, and 
toward) 

 with guidance and support from adults 
focus on a topic, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed 

 with guidance and support from adults 
recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources 
to answer a question 

 
Math 
Numbers and Operation in Base 10 
 count, read, write and compare numbers 

up to 100 
 identify place value up to one hundred 
 model, name, and compare fractions 

(halves, thirds, fourths)  
 read and write money amounts in dollars-

and-cents notation 
 recognize single and double digit numbers 

as odd or even 
 give equivalent names for whole numbers 

up to 100 
 

Operations and Computation 
 demonstrate proficiency with basic 

addition and subtraction facts 
 identify fact families (+/- 0, +/- 1, doubles, 

sum-equals ten facts) 
 add and subtract 2-digit numbers using a 

number grid 
 calculate and compare values of coin and 

one dollar bill combinations 
 identify change-to-more, change-to-less, 

comparison, and parts-and-total situations 
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 read and write number sentence using symbols 

(+,-,=,<,>), with cues 
 
Measurement and Data 
 organize data using tally charts, tables, bar 

graphs and line plots 
 use graphs to find the maximum and minimum 

of a data set 
 identify the outcome of basic probability  
 identify and use nonstandard and standard 

measuring tools to estimate and compare 
weight and length 

 know and compare the value of pennies, 
nickels, dimes, quarters, and dollar bills; make 
exchanges between coins  

 tell time to the nearest whole, half, and write 
time in digital notation 

 read Fahrenheit temperatures  
 identify days, weeks, months and dates 

 
Geometry 
 identify 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional 

shapes (circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, 
trapezoids, rhombuses, spheres, cylinders, 
rectangular prisms, pyramids, cones, and 
cubes) 

 draw line segments using a ruler or straight 
edge 

 identify shapes having line symmetry; 
complete simple line-symmetric shapes or 
designs 

 
Patterns, Functions and Algebra 
 create and extend number patterns 
 identify and create rules for patterns  

 
Science 
Physical Science 
 recognize that objects that move due to a force 
 recognize that objects do not move in the 

same way (rolling, spinning, twirling, swinging) 
 identify objects that are in a stable position 

 
 

Earth Science 
 classify rocks by different properties such 

as shape, color, size, texture, etc. 
 list what soil is made up of (rocks, soil, 

water or air) 
 
Life Science 
 show the life cycle of a plant 
 identify different kinds of plants 
 identify what plants need to grow (light, 

soil, water and space) 
 
Social Studies 
 demonstrate that maps and globes are 

models of the world 
 locate land and water on a map and globe 
 identify and match pictures and symbols on 

a map 
 locate and label the United States  

 
Art 
 Identify secondary colors, patterns, variety 

and textures 
 be able to draw recognizable shapes as the 

foundation to more complex artwork 
 demonstrate basic control of art materials, 

such as pencils, paintbrushes and paints, 
and scissors  

 
Music 
 identify long and short sounds by listening 
 identify rhythm instruments by sight and 

sound 
 participate in age appropriate performance 

repertoire 
 
 
Physical Education 
 participate regularly in physical activity in 

class for the purpose of maintaining good 
health 

 demonstrate progress towards mature 
motor patterns in a variety of locomotor 
skills 
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 demonstrate progress towards throwing, 

kicking, and catching skills 
 acquire beginning skills in a few specialized 

sport specific movements 
 show enjoyment while participating in physical 

education activities to increase skill 
competence and a healthy life style 

 follow activity or game related rules, 
procedures, and etiquette 

 work productively in group situations as well 
independently 
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